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Dear Executive board members, members and illustrious invitees;
It’s my profound pleasure to welcome you to this first anniversary of our dear TASIA association.

Before I delve into the celebration speech, I’m compelled to recognize and pay tribute to members who had tirelessly and benevolently work to the achievement of this great TASIA story. Brave and compassionate people took out of their time, financial and moral  resources to plan, architecture and execute this wonderful friendship and fraternity project we named TASIA. We are all indebted to these men and women and we are pleased to name them before this august assembly. Please stand and be acknowledged for your work:

· Jean-Pierre Kuegah

· Kassim Falana

· Francis Owagoke

· Kavi Gerald

· Michel Mensah

· Tete Akayi

· Mathias Class

· And myself  Patrick Gbele

The list will be long to name men and women who had brought tremendous contributions to the birth and life of TASIA. We will however name some of those men and women and beg pardon for any oversight as this list is not meant to be exhaustive:

· Mrs Kouma Mama

· Ferdinand Lossavi

· Mawuli Afi

· Akayi Datevi

· Mensah (San)

· Paul Amega

· Mrs Falana Eliane

· Mrs Amega 

· Mrs Akayi  Christine and Koko
· Mrs Afi

· Mrs Kuegah Ameli
· Maman Madelaine
· Mrs Blandine Class

· Mrs Owagoke

· Mrs Mensah (San)
· Mrs Solange Agbovon  (now in North Carolina)

Again, it is a difficult task to have all the great people  who helped TASIA listed here, and our hearts go to everyone.
A year ago we brought to existence TASIA with great enthusiasm and hopes. Meetings were in demand and participation was fairly great.

However, at midway of our yearly journey, the steam had gone dispelled and TASIA had seen a declining interest and participation in meetings, events and monthly membership payments. 
Some meetings were reduced to as small as 5 participants and rampant tardiness had became legion.

Some fundamental question aroused:

· Is an association a matter of 2 or 3 people?

· Can an association lives with remote participation of  members?
· Can an association survives the lack of meetings and activities?

· What does it mean  our membership if  we do not participate in TASIA life: meeting and activities?

· Are we committing to grow TASIA and not kill it at this fragile age? What is our personal take to help TASIA develop and gain strength?

· Are we preparing for TASIA next leadership team? The same people won’t be eternally at the same leadership role! Are we prepared to take over these responsibilities?  New election is only a year shy! and who knows the volunteers at the leadership role?!?
Looking back to the ambitious 2-year term plan that we laid out as this Executive board was elected, we note :

. very few success such as:

· Establishment of a bank account to secure TASIA fund

· 2 barbeques with mitigated results

· a scarce collection of monthly membership from members
· affiliation to Sister cities

· TASIA website

. failures such as:

· incorporating TASIA as nonprofit organization under 501 C 

· meeting and reaching out to African sister organizations: Nigerian, Cameroonians, Mauritanians  etc…

· Meeting with our local authorities ; state Representatives, Mayor, Governor
· Meetings and TASIA activities attendance

· Welcoming new comers to Tucson and providing assistance

· Static TASIA membership row, no enrolment of new members in the record

Dear members, brothers and sisters, we know the hardship this economy had put on everyone and the burden to make time for TASIA  has some legitimate excuses to some extent. We know how hard brothers and sisters have to work to meet their financial obligations to their family and social living. 

But also, we bear in mind that TASIA is not an obsolete idea with no direct consequences impacting our lives. We should strive to follow through our promises and pledges, ”after talking the talk, we should walk the walk”.

TASIA could be for many, if not all of us, a way of lifting ourselves up, raising our standard of life as Togolese community, empowering ourselves  and  bringing  to ourselves dignity, respect and self determination in this generous host  country, the United States of America. 
Consider how powerful are the examples of :

· Libanese communities in Togo and through the whole Africa continent, consider Libanese social and fraternal achievement in Togo, Cote d’Ivoire and other countries else.
· The Jews communities in USA 

· Ibo communities in America, Europe and Africa

We ought to admire these examples and think for ourselves that these great communities started somewhere very small in time and grew up with the ability and the resiliency of their members.

We can do it for the good of ourselves as global entity and for our individual self.
I’m calling on every member to reflect on the success of these communities examples and relate to our Togolese open opportunities.

For this ensuing TASIA year marking TASIA second annual program we urge  everyone of us to step up to the plate and make it a priority to bring about realization these important projects:

1- TASIA incorporation as a 501-C Nonprofit Organization

2- Sister Cities functioning committee
3- Improve monthly membership fee recovering  and increase TASIA members row
4- Improve participation to TASIA meetings and activities

5- Assistance to members and new comers: financial through fundraising and moral through fraternal hood and friendship
Dear brothers and sisters I do believe in your potential and your good will and thank  you fraternally for your answer to the call.

At this first anniversary occasion , we also want to celebrate retrospectively the 49 anniversary of our homeland independence. It was due on April 27, 2009 and our schedule did not accommodate any observance for the event.

……………….

May I ask the assembly to stand and pay homage to our country with the anthem song………


Salut a toi  Pays de nos Aieux……..

Thank you.

I  would like to thank everyone and the host of this first anniversary Mr Mensah and particularly the Executive board   who did a great job through this first TASIA year.
May God bless TASIA, the United States of America and our homeland Togo.

Patrick Gbele
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